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UNEP is the leading global environmental authority and set the 
global environmental agenda. Promotes the coherent 

implementation of the environmental dimension of SD within the 
UN system.

Role:

• Assessing global, regional and national environmental conditions and trends;

• Developing international and national environmental instruments;

• Strengthening institutions for the wise management of the environment;

• Facilitating the transfer of knowledge and technology for SD;

• Encouraging new partnerships and mind-sets within civil society and private sector;

Mission:

“To provide leadership and encourage partnerships in caring for the environment by 
inspiring informing and enabling nations and people to improve their quality of life without 
compromising that of future generations.” 
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Should the global 
population reach 9.6 
billion by 2050, the 
equivalent of almost 
three planets could be 
required to provide the 
natural resources needed 
to sustain current 
lifestyles.
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